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The Editorial Commattee do not hold themselves responsiblé for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any parttcular month should reach the Committee before the 15thof
the previous menth.
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Mr. T. G. Rutherford to be Governor.

Mr.T. G. Rutherford, C.LE., 1.C.S., the friend of Panchayats has
been appointed by His Majesty as Governor of Bihar for a period of
four months. We congratulate him heartily. We know he will carry
with him the good wishes offia very large number of people in our
Panchayat areas who have looked forward to him for bettering the -
state of rural areas. Both as Registrar-General of Panchayats and
as Adviser to H. E. the Governor in charge of Panchayat, he has
evinced keen interest in Panchayats and Rural Population. He, as
Chairman of the Select Committee on the Panchayat Bill showed hig
real sympathy for Panchayats and a realistic grasp of their needs
and we hoped to see the fruits of his labours before he left us.

The Provincial Union of Panchayats is thankful for him for the
courtesy and regard he extended to it and the weight he gave for its
views. The Panchayats miss a Popular Officer. But they have the
satisfaction that he is going to another place of High honour which
he richly deserves. We pray Almighty to grant him Long Life and
Health.

Co-operation for Village well-being.

T. Austin Esq., Adviser to H. E. the Governor, in ovenmg the
Conference of Village officers at Tanjore on the 11th of this month
made very apt reference to Village life as a whole. He quated history
andsaid. ‘‘ An historian has said that the village communities of
India embody a tradition of local self-Government, extending for a
period of nearly 3000 years and that Village Autonomy Constitutes the
one continuing and state feature of the social life of India. Before the
era of the Empires and the formation of a strong Central Govern-
ment extending its sway over wider and wider areas the village or
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group of villages practically governed itself ; there was no distinc-
tion between the Central and Local Government. The Village
Assemblies performed all the functions of Government.”

He recognised that with a strong Centralised Government the
power and duties of administration passed out of the village com-
munities gradually. He regretted the obvious neglect in so many
villages to improve public health, Sanitary conditions and education,
He felt that Village Officers and Village Panchayats could do much
by themselves in checking Malaria, Cholera, and other diseases with
the advice and help of the Public Health Department. Mr.,
Austin said that no method was more useful than co-operation., We
agree. But we desire that men placed in the position of Mr., Austin
should give thought how best to bring about the co-operation between
the elements mentioned. The Village Officers are directly under
the Revenue Department and fairly overworked. The Panchayat is a
statutory body with neither the power to require co-operation of the
Village Otficers, nor of the Health Department. The Health Depart-
ment has too wide a jurisdiction to manage. It has no purse of its
own but has powers under the Public Health Act too drastic for any
practical use. The power and duties of administration that passed
out of the village communities and remained at a centre removed
from the villages have really brought about the break down. Thig
has been recognised and decentralisation has been advocated for
scores of years. That is why Panchayats that had ceased to exist
have reappeared. The instituiion has reappeared but its powers and
duties have not been sufficiently revived. That is where failure hag
faced us and still faces us. As Mr.T. A. Ramalingam Chettiar who
presided at the Conference rightly said, “ The Government has in its
administration taken upon itself many functions of the village
assemblies. Pitiable is the plight of the villagers in many parts of
the country. Unless the villages are invested with more powers
nothing practically can be done.”” This is what every friend of the
village has demanded. This was expected to be done, at least in
part, by the enactment of the Village Panchayats act sponsored by
another adviser to the Governor Mr. T. G. Rutherford. That is what
Mr. Ramalingam Chettiar referred to when he said. “The coming
into force of the Village Panchayat Act at an early date can certainly
ameliorate the condition of the villages.” Itis not still known when
this act will see the light of day. We hope that the Government of
which Mr. Austin forms a part will expedite the passing of the Act,
Moeore passing of the Act will not do. Wae have long advocated that
a scheme of training Rural Guides should be put through and they
should be requirdd to work as officers of Joint Committee of Pancha~
yat. That would be the manpowder that shall have to be provided for
the Panchayats. It isin training them and giving them and ‘the
Panchayats co-oparation that Government Departments can well
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help the cause. We have often drawn attention to the awful lack
of co-operation between departments of Government in Rural work.
That there was need for improvement in this matter hag been in a
way recognised by the Governmeht by starting work on special
unity like the Poonamalle Health unit and deputing special afficers
of different departments to work together. Provinces like Punjab
and States like. Cochin have separate Rural Departments. Tt
appears essential that in our Province a Separate Provincial Officer,
at any rate, should immediately be put in charge of Panchayats /..,
the office of the Registrar General Panchayats should be revived and
in addition to being the head of the Panchayat department, he
should also be made responsible for the work of Rural Reconstruc-
tion in other areas so that eventually he may be able to spread Pan-
chayat administration to all places in the Provinces; for wherever
a scheme of work has 'to be carried through it will be necessarily his
outlook to form a Panchayat. In addition to this certain result, he
will also serve as a unifying force bringing the necessary Govern-
* mont departments together for purposes of Rural uplift bringing his
unique position to bear on the issue. The present policy of carrying
through Rural reconstraction work through the Collectors is really
very unsatisfactory. It denies initiative o the local people, to the
" very little extent to which it may be exercised in such schemes as
are being undertaken. It also adds to the work of the overburdened
Revenue department and causes delays of unbearable nature. We
know of a scheme of a well-work in a village partly financed by a
philanthropic gentleman that has taken four years and yet ig not
complete. If such work could be entrusted to a Panchayat under the
fostering care of a Registrar General we are sure matters will he
very different. Further still, a Provincial afficer with the charge of
developing Panchayats will well be able to command that sense of
proportion which is necessary to measure the needs of villages ag
against the more vocal portions of life and advise the Governmeng
how best to Assist Panchayats financially and otherwise.

Repairs and maintenance of Streets, Roads, Cart-tracks.
and Footpaths.

Attention was often drawn in these pages to the great hardship
caused by the condition that porambokes should be alienated by the .
Government to the Panchayats befere these could undertake repair
and maintenance of streets, roads, cart-tracks and footpaths, We are
glad the Government have taken action and passed orders incorpo-
rated in circulars 708 and 716 of the Inspector of Local Boards vest-
ing in Collectors the power to permit Panchayats to undertake such



4

re'pairs and maintenance without the necessity of alienation proceed-
ings and made these orders applicable to roads, cart-tracks
and footpaths even when such are situate outside Panchayat limits,
In the case of footpaths the Panchayats may undertake repair and
maintenance only if they can financially afford it and such repair
and maintenance is really in the interests of a wide public. Presi-
dents of Panchayats are required to obtain the previous sanction of
the Collectors concerned for and then apply for grants to the Govern-
ment. The present provision may not work so well as when such
roads, tracks, footpaths and porambokes relating thereto are once for
all vested in the Panchayats. But we are sure that the present posi-
tion would be a decided improvement over the past. We hope
District Collectors will, inspite the heavy responsibilities they
shoulder otherwise, remember that the well-being, culture and .
civilisation of the villager largely depend upon the facilities he gets
to move about freely in his own village and to get into contact with
the outside world and make all necessary arrangements to expedite
despatch in granting sanctions under these orders.

Ryots should conserve grain for domestic use,

The ryot in this country is generally so poor that out of economic
difficulties he sells away what he produces after the harvest without
a thought for his own necessities. In its very nature, itisa tragic
situation that a ryot who produces food should sell it away and
later buy at a loss. But in these days of shortage of foodstuffs, it is
really suicidal. Therefore, Panchayats, as custodians of the welfare
of their ryot population, should carry on propaganda to see that the
ryot keaps enough of food to carry him through to the next harvest
whatever his other necessities may be. We hope Presidents and
Panchayatdars take note and do the needful.
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